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RAPPORT  DE  MONSIEUR  L’OFFICIER 
DE  LA  SANTE  PUBL1QUE  1932. 


States  Office,  Guernsey,  29th  September,  1933. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1932,  with  the  request  that  it 
may  be  printed  as  an  Appendix  to  a  Billet  d’Etat,  and  that  a  number 
of  copies  (say  100),  be  struck  off  for  distribution  in  the  usual  way. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  DOREY, 

President,  Board  of  Health. 

Arthur  W.  Bell,  Esq., 

Bailiff,  and  President  of  the  States  of  Guernsey. 
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GUERNSEY. 


Guernsey,  the  most  western  of  the  Channel  Islands,  lies  in  the  Bay  of 
Avranches,  82  miles  from  Weymouth,  the  nearest  English  port,  40  from  Cher¬ 
bourg,  and  63  from  St.  Malo. 

It  is  triangular  in  shape,  with  an  area  of  24.5  square  miles  and  an  acreage 
of  15,654.  The  soil,  composed  of  disintegrated  granite  and  schist,  is  very 
fertile.  Enormous  quantities  of  tomatoes,  grapes  and  other  fruit,  vegetables 
and  flowers  are  grown,  chiefly  under  glass,  for  export. 

This  industry  is  the  chief  one,  but  in  addition,  large  quantities  of  granite 
for  road-making  are  exported.  The  rearing,  for  sale  in  England  and  the 
United  States,  of  the  far-famed  Guernsey  cattle  (including  those  from  Alderney 
and  Sark)  is  an  important  industry.  These  cattle  are  highly  prized,  not  only 
for  the  richness  of  their  milk,  but  above  all  for  their  freedom  from  Tuberculosis. 

There  are  two  harbours,  situated  at  St.  Peter-Port  and  St.  Sampson’s,  the 
two  towns  of  the  island. 

The  population  at  the  census  of  1911  was  41,854  ;  in  1921  it  was  stated 
to  be  37,914  with  1,098  visitors,  and  the  provisional  figures  for  1931  shew  a 
population  of  40,470. 

Guernsey  is  a  health  resort  throughout  the  year,  but  particularly  so  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  months.  Not  only  are  its  natural  beauties  so  great,  but 
its  salubrious  yet  bracing  climate  is  highty  attractive.  It  is  cooler  in  summer 
and  warmer  in  winter  than  on  the  mainland. 

Drainage  is  good  and  modern  in  the  towns.  The  water  supply,  now  the 
property  of  the  Government  of  the  island,  is  of  exceptional  purity  and  derived 
from  deep  wells,  but  additional  sources  of  supply  from  streams  have  lately 
been  obtained. 

Guernsey  enjoys  Home  Rule.  With  Alderney  and  Sark  if  forms  a  Baili¬ 
wick  and  is  governed  by  a  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  Bailiff  is  the  chief  Civil 

Official. 
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Houses — Inhabited  (1931  Census)  .  9,795 

Number  of  families  accommodated  in  States  Houses 

since  1921  .  270 

Density  of  Population,  per  acre .  2.58 

,,  ,,  per  square  mile .  1,649 

Average  number  of  inhabitants  per  house  .  4.1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  18.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  (crude)  .  11.5 

,,  ,,  ,,  (standardized)  .  9.1 

Infantile  Death  Rate . 62.0 

Rainfall  average  89  years .  36.9 

1931  .  30.96 


(In  parts  of  the  Island  the  rainfall  is  only  70  per  cent  of  the  average.) 


Mean  Relative  Humidity .  83.0 

Mean  Average  Temperature  .  51.4 

Mean  Daily  Range  .  8.0 

Average  hours  of  sunshine  over  38  years  .  1,893.5 

Sunshine  1932  1,683.0 


Guernsey  holds  the  record  for  sunshine  for  the  British  Isles. 


EXPORTS. 


Tomatoes . 

Flowers  . 

Grapes  (in  cases  and  baskets)  . 
Vegetables  (including  potatoes) 
Granite . 


1932 

26  914  tons. 
3,896  „ 

912  „ 

1,705  ,4 

115,303  „ 
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Table  I. 


Estimated 
popul  ation 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

BIRTHS 
per  1,000. 

DEATHS 
per  1,000. 

DEATHS 

under  1  year  of  Age. 

YEAR. 

N  umber 

| 

Rate. 

Number 

Crude 

Rate. 

Standard¬ 
ised  Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1922 . 

38,200 

810 

21-2 

537 

140 

76 

90  0 

1923 . 

38,200 

764 

208 

55 1 

1  O  Q 
-i  o  O 

58 

73-0 

1924 . 

38,400 

753 

198 

466 

121 

9-6 

40 

53-1 

1925 . 

38,580 

758 

19-9 

522 

13'5 

10-7 

56 

74-0 

1926 . 

38,650 

787 

203 

549 

14-2 

1 1*2 

81 

102-9 

1927 . 

38,880 

760 

196 

532 

13  7 

J0-9 

57 

750 

1928 . 

39,000 

813 

20-8 

485 

12-4 

9-9 

48 

59  0 

1929 . 

39,040 

i  756 

19-4 

586 

15-1 

12-0 

59 

78-0 

1930 . 

40,215 

7o7 

18-8 

486 

12  1 

9-6 

50 

66-0 

1931  . 

40,470 

764 

18-8 

475 

11-7 

9-3 

29 

38-0 

A  verages 
for  ten  years, 

38,963 

. 

i 

7~ 1 

1  9-9 

518 

13-2 

11-3 

55 

71-0 

1922-1931. 

1932 . 

40,640 

762 

18-7 

470 

1  1  -5 

9-1 

47 

6  2  0 
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Table  II. 


VITAL  STATISTICS.— ENGLAND  AND 


WALES,  AND  GUERNSEY. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1932. 


England  and  Wales  . 

o 

]  18  Count v  Boroughs  and  great 


towns  in 


eluding- 

O 


London 


populations  of  from  25,000 
193 1  Census . 


to 


do.  standardised 


Live  births 

Deaths  per 

Deaths  under  1 

per  1,000 

1,000 

year  per  1,000 

Population. 

Population. 

registered 

(Crude  rate.) 

live  births 

15-3  ... 

.  12-0  . 

.  65 

- 

.  1 5  4  ... 

.  11-8  . 

.  68 

t 

j 

.  1.5-4  .... 

.  10-8  . 

.  57 

.  14-3  .... 

.  12-3  . 

.  66 

.  18-7  .... 

.  11-5  . 

.  62 

.  9*1  . 

POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  was  estimated  at  40,640 — Males 
19,565,  Females,  21,075. 


BIRTHS. 

The  births  numbered  762 — Males,  376,  Females,  386.  The  rate  per  1,000 
is  18.7,  and  is  about  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years.  In  1902  it  was  27.8. 
Still  births  numbered  28 — Males,  19,  Females,  9 — and  illegitimate  births  36, 
percentages  to  the  total  of  3.7  and  4.7  respectively.  I  do  not  consider  either  of 
these  rates  high.  In  two  London  boroughs  the  illegitimacy  rates  are  much 
higher,  and  that  with  a  very  low  birth  rate  : 

St.  Marylebone  ..  ..  ..  ..  11.4  Birth  Rate. 

11.4  Illegitimacy  Rate. 

Westminster  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10.2  Birth  Rate. 

12.0  Illegitimacy  Rate. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  470,  the  lowest  number  for  some  years,  and  well 
below  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  crude  death  rate  is  11.5  and 
standardised  9.1.  In  1902  the  crude  death  rate  was  16.2.  One  death  was 
registered  as  being  due  to  childbirth.  The  deaths  from  Cancer  are  high,  viz  : — 
71  (1.7  per  1,000),  and  compare  unfavourably  with  the  average  of  the  previous 
ten  years,  54 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  were  140,  106,  101, 

123. 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  were  as  follows  : — 


Town  Hospital .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Town  Mental  Hospital  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Country  Hospital  .  .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Country  Mental  Hospital  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Victoria  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

King  Edward  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 


PERCENTAGE  OF  DEATHS  AT  DIFFERENT  AGE  PERIODS. 


Under 

Y  ears 

Years 

Y  tars 

Under 

Y”ears 

Over 

1  year. 

1-5. 

5-15. 

15-25. 

25  years. 

25-65. 

05  years 

1900-1904 . 

....  244)  ... 

...  9-0  .... 

...  4-0  . 

.  5*0  .... 

..  42-0 . 

.  27*0  ., 

. 31*0 

1 905-1 909 . 

....  22-3  ... 

....  8*0  ... 

...  3-0  . 

4.6  .... 

••  38.0 . 

.  28*0 

.  34*0 

1910-1914 . 

....  20-2  ... 

...  7*2  ... 

...  3*3  . 

.  3*8  .... 

.  34*5  . 

.  27*8  ., 

.  37*7 

1915-1919  .... 

....  12-5  ... 

...  5*1  ... 

...  3-6  . 

.  4-9  .... 

..  26-2  . 

..  33 T  . 

. 40*7 

1920-1924 . 

....  11-5  ... 

...  3*6  ... 

...  3-7  . 

.  5*5  _ 

..  24-4  . 

.  30*4  .. 

.  45*3 

1925-1929 . 

....  11*2  ... 

..  3-4  ... 

...  25  . 

.  40  .... 

212 

.  30*2  .. 

.  48  6 

1929  . 

....  101  .. 

...  2  6  ... 

...  2-4 . 

.  4-1  .... 

..  19  2  . 

.  28-8  .. 

.  52  0 

1930  . 

....  1 0  2  ... 

...  5-0  ... 

...  1-9  . 

.  3  9  .... 

..  210  ... 

..  28  6  . 

.  50  4 

1931 . 

...  6*1  ... 

....  2-5  ... 

...  1  *5  . 

.  2-8  ..., 

...  12-9  .... 

..31*6  .. 

1932  . 

....  10*0  ... 

....  2-7  ... 

...  2-5  . 

.  2*5  .... 

...  17*7  ... 

..28*3  .. 

....  54*0 

There  were  73  deaths  of  persons  in  the  receipt  of  Old  Age  Pensions.  The 
average  age  at  death  for  females  was  80.3  years,  and  males,  78.0. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  47  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age — a  rate  of  62.0  per 
1,000.  This  compares  favourably  with  the  average  of  the  preceding  10  years — 
71.0,  but  not  so  with  the  very  low  rate  of  1931  when  it  was  38.0.  In  1902, 
however,  it  was  176. 

The  deaths  under  1  month  were  26,  and  16  or  about  one-third  of  the  total 
number  did  not  survive  their  birth  a  week. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  or  Measles,  but  one  was 
registered  as  being  due  to  Apoplexy. 

The  chief  cause  of  mortality  was  premature  birth,  the  incidence  of  which 
is  highest  in  the  Town  and  lowest  in  the  Country  Parishes. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE,  1932. 


Causes  of  Death.  Under 

1  week. 

Between  weeks 

1-2  2-3  3-4 

Under  1 
month. 

Between  Months 

1-3  3-6  6-9  9- 

12 

Ttl. 

No.  1.  Septicaemia .  -  .. 

—  . . 

— 

1  .. 

1 

No.  3.  Apoplexy  .  1  . . 

—  . . 

1 

1 

Convulsions  Non  Puerperal  -  .  . 

—  . . 

— 

.  .  -  .  .  1  .  . 

—  .  • 

1 

No.  4.  Heart  Disease .  1  .  . 

—  .  .  —  .  . 

—  . . 

1 

1 

No.  5.  Acute  Bronchitis .  -  . . 

—  . . 

— 

..  1  ..  1  .. 

2 

Pneumonia .  -  . . 

—  . . 

— 

-  ..  1 

1 

Broncho-Pneumonia .  -  . . 

-  ..  1  .. 

1  .. 

2 

.  .  1  .  .  1  .  . 

1  .  .  1 

6 

No.  6.  Gastro-Enteritis .  -  .  . 

—  . . 

— 

..  1  ..  2  .. 

-  ..  1 

4 

No.  11.  Congenital  Malformation  1  .. 

-  ..  1  .. 

—  . . 

2 

2 

,,  Heart  Disease  1  .  . 

—  .  . 

1 

1 

No.  12.  Debility  at  Birth  . -  .  . 

—  .  .  —  .  . 

—  . . 

— 

1  .. 

1 

Marasmus  .  1  .  . 

1 

1  .. 

3 

..  2  ..  -  .. 

3  ..  - 

8 

Premature  . 10  . . 

3  . .  -  . . 

2  .  . 

15 

15 

Icterus  Neonatorum  ....  1  . . 

—  . . 

1 

1 

No.  14.  Suffocation  .  -  .  . 

—  . . 

— 

1  .. 

-  .  .  — 

1 

No.  15.  Inanition  . .  -  .. 

-  . . 

— • 

..  1  ..  -  .. 

•  • 

1 

i  |  , 


Total  .  47 


MARRIAGES. 


The  number  of  marriages — 296 — was  slightly  lower  than  the  average,  the 
rate  being  14.6  per  1,000  against  16.3  of  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  155  took 
place  in  Church  of  England,  23  in  Roman  Catholic,  and  73  in  Non -Conformist, 
churches.  There  were  73  at  the  Greff  e  Office. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  114  cases  of  notifiable  and  non-noti liable  infectious  diseases 
reported  to  the  Board,  all  but  5  of  which  were  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium. 
The  list  included  the  following  : — Scarlet  Fever,  69  ;  Diphtheria,  11  ;  Phthisis, 
10  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  3  ;  Whooping  Cough,  6  ;  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  1  ; 
Typhoid  and  Para  Typhoid,  4  ;  German  Measles,  1  ;  Acute  Septic  Pharyngitis, 
2  ;  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1  ;  Bacillary  Dysentery,  1.  Five  were  admitted 
with  debility  after  long  illness.  The  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  admitted 
from  the  Children’s  Home. 

Although  the  number  of  cases  is  not  large  from  both  points  of  view — - 
preventive  and  curative — the  Board  have  been  unusually  successful  in  this  work 
during  the  year. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  type  of  disease  was  milder  than  in  the  last  few  years,  although  some 
very  severe  cases  occurred,  serum  being  freely  used  whenever  thought  necessary. 
One  overlooked  or  concealed  case  was  answerable  for  six  others.  There  were 
two  small  outbreaks  due  to  milk  infection,  one  of  three  and  one  of  seven  cases. 
In  both  instances  the  cause  was  recognised  at  once,  and  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  parties  concerned. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

It  is  remarkable  that  no  genuine  case  of  Diphtheria  should  have  occurred 
here  until  August,  there  being  thus  an  entire  absence  of  the  disease  for  the  first 
seven  months  of  the  year.  Several  cases  notified,  as  is  usual,  proved  not  to  be 
diphtheria,  but  there  were  two  deaths  of  women  of  advanced  years,  who  were 
admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  at  the  request  of  their  doctors,  who  only  lived  for 
a  few  hours  after  admission.  By  a  coincidence,  in  both  instances  the  water 
supply  was  found  to  contain  lead. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

No  case  of  this  disease  had  ever  been  treated  at  the  Sanatorium  before  this 
year,  but  three  were  admitted  from  different  parts  of  the  island  in  March.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  complete  recovery  occurred  in  each  case. 

TYPHOID  AND  PARA  TYPHOID. 

Four  cases  were  notified,  two  being  children  unconnected  with  each  other. 
One  was  admitted  from  Sark  and  one  contracted  the  disease  in  France.  There 
were  no  deaths  during  the  year. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  was  one  case  only  and  this  fortunately  made  a  complete  recovery.  It 
was  treated  in  the  Town  Hospital. 

DYSENTERY. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  war  years  a  case  of  bacillary  dysentery  was  notified. 
It  was  apparently  a  slight  one,  as  it  made  an  unusually  quick  recovery. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  altogether  29  deaths  registered  as  due  to  tuberculosis,  22  from 
phthisis,  5  from  meningitis,  1  each  of  kidney  and  spine. 

The  rates  per  1,000  are  therefore  : — phthisis,  0.54  ;  other  forms,  0.17 — - 
Total,  0.71. 

There  were  8  male  deaths  from  phthisis  with  an  average  at  death  of  37.5 
years.  The  corresponding  figures  for  females  are  14  and  36.4  years. 
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Of  the  10  admissions  to  the  Sanatorium  the  results  are  as  unfortunate  as 
is  usually  the  case  :  three  are  now  dead.  The  other  seven  benefited  more  or 
less,  but  it  cannot  be  claimed  that  a  complete  recovery  has  resulted  in  any  case. 
During  1931  and  1932  there  were  1,844  animals  tested  for  bovine  tuberculosis, 
without  a  single  one  giving  a  positive  reaction. 

LABORATORY. 

The  year  was  not  a  busy  one,  as  but  few  throat  or  nose  swabs  and  cultures 
were  examined,  owing  to  the  low  incidence  of  diphtheria.  The  bulk  of  the 
specimens  were  sent  for  the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis.  The  total  number 
examined  was  202. 


\<EP- 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

Co-operation  with  the  Constables  of  the  various  parishes  is,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
increasing.  In  addition  to  ordinary  complaints,  40  special  inspections  were 
made  at  the  request  of  the  Constables  of  St.  Peter-Port.  During  the  year 
meetings  were  held  at  the  States  Offices  between  the  Construction  of  Houses 
Committee  and  the  Board  of  Health,  with  a  view  to  granting  increased  general 
powers  to  the  latter  body.  The  former  Committee  were  perhaps  more  concerned 
with  tea-rooms,  picnic,  lodging,  boarding  and  tenement  houses,  than  with 
private  ones,  whilst  the  latter  body  felt  that  its  net  should  be  large  enough  to 
cover  all  dwellings  and  nuisances.  Finally,  a  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

“  That  powers  of  entry  and  inspection  should  be  legislatively 
conferred  on  the  M.O.H.  and  his  subordinates  under  such  limitations  as 
may  be  found  necessary.” 

As  the  Board  of  Health  had  on  several  occasions  unsuccessfully  sought  the 
sanction  of  the  States  for  the  granting  of  these  powers  during  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  so  many  interests  had  to  be  considered,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
question  as  a  whole  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  England  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  recently  issued  instructions  to 
Housing  Authorities,  that  it  was  dissatisfied  with  the  slow  progress  that  had 
been  made  with  the  clearance  of  slum  areas,  and  the  provision  of  decent  dwellings 
for  the  inhabitants  of  them.  These  slums  are  described  by  the  Minister  as 
“  the  relic  of  the  time  when  general  law  and  by-laws  did  not  prevent  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  housing  conditions  which  are  intolerable  according  to  present 
standards.”  They  have  persisted  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  nearly  2,000,000 
new  houses  have  been  built  in  a  period  of  14  years.  The  Ministry  now  ask  for 
a  programme  framed  on  the  basis  of  the  complete  abolition  of  the  slums  within 
a  period  of  five  years.  I  am  not  going  to  give  figures,  but  it  must  be  evident 
that  in  some  of  the  larger  cities  such  an  abolition  will  be  impossible. 
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To  demonstrate  the  extent  of  the  evil  in  smaller  places,  I  may  mention 
Chester,  with  a  population  much  the  same  as  that  of  Guernsey,  viz  :  41,350, 
where  the  sweeping  away  of  the  slums  must  result  in  the  demolition  of  1,500 
houses.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  compare  the  conditions  and  climate  of  Chester 
and  Guernsey,  yet  Guernsey  has  its  slum  problem,  and  although  its  favourable 
climate  may  help  to  minimise  the  evil  effects  of  slum  dwellings,  it  cannot  do 
more  than  that.  Children  are  especially  affected  by  them,  as  the  greater  part 
of  their  lives  are  passed  in  these  wretched  homes  where  decency  and  health  seem 
almost  impossible.  Adults  also  must  spend  at  least  one-third  of  their  time  in 
them  and  women  often  more  than  that.  The  tragedy  and  misery  of  such  an 
existence  needs  no  elaboration,  even  the  least  imaginative  of  us  must  realise  it. 

As  our  local  problem  is  not  so  serious  an  one  as  that  of  most  areas,  I  would 
urge  that  the  five  year  plan  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  be  put  in  practice  in 
Guernsej .  There  are  certain  facts  which  are  relevant  that  may  be  briefly 
'•stated.  That  large  numbers  of  new  houses  are  now  being  built  in  Guernsey. — 
That  in  spite  of  the  good  work  which  States  Committees  carry  out  in  the  re¬ 
conditioning  of  houses,  and  the  granting  of  loans  for  their*  erection,  local  slums 
have  not  been  abolished. — That  private  enterprise  cannot  in  these  days  be  relied 
upon  to  build  the  necessary  houses,  as  such  houses  will  not  be  a  paying  proposi¬ 
tion.  That  if  ordinary  remunerative  rents  be  charged  a  proportion  of  these 
rents  must  be  paid  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  in  many  instances  ; 
the  payment  of  rent  may  absorb  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  family  income 
that  there  is  not  enough  money  left  for  sufficient  food,  which  is  so  absolutely 
necessary.  An  under-nourished  body  cannot  function  properly  or  resist  disease. 

The  States  have  re -housed  in  the  Bouet,  a  number  of  families  who  were  occupy¬ 
ing  some  of  the  worst  houses  in  Cornet  Street  before  they  were  cleared  away, 
but  their  task  is  not  yet  finished.  It  is  unlikely  that  building  materials  will 
remain  for  long  at  their  present  low  prices,  and  available  land  is  likely  to  ap¬ 
preciate  its  value,  so  that  both  prudence  and  humanity  suggest  an  immediate 
resumption  of  this  work. 

It  appears  to  me  that  with  very  few  exceptions  the  tenants  of  the  States’ 
Houses  keep  them  in  a  highly  satisfactory  condition,  and  take  a  pride  in  their 
dwellings.  The  efficient  management  scheme  deals  with  those  who  do  not  do 
so  in  a  wise  and  humane  manner. 

PRIMARA"  SCHOOLS. 

The  average  attendance  of  children  over  6  years  of  age  during  the  year  was 

91.5. 

The  number  of  children  examined  at  Lukis  House  was  588,  or  53  more  than 
I  examined  during  the  previous  year.  The  general  level  of  health  was  high,  as 
was  also  the  standard  of  cleanliness. 

CREMATION. 

There  were  9  bodies  cremated  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  4  during 
the  previous  year. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

No  new  areas  have  been  served  during  the  year.  There  is  an  Island 
Drainage  Committee,  as  well  as  an  Island  Sanitation  Committee  and  Board  of 
Health.  Neither  of  them  are  likely  to  take  the  matter  in  hand  effectively,  so 
the  formation  of  a  new  Committee  with  powers  analogous  to  those  of  the 
Drainage  Committee  would  appear  to  be  the  best  solution  of  this  urgent  question. 

THALASSOL. 

The  number  of  gallons  manufactured  during  the  year  was  16,850  as  against 
18,120  in  1931.  The  total  cost  of  working  and  upkeep  of  the  apparatus  was 
£182  8s.  7d.,  the  cost  per  gallon  being  2.6  pence. 

FOOD  ANALYSIS. 

There  were  58  samples  submitted  for  analysis — milk,  37  ;  butter,  4  ;  cream, 
3  ;  and  water,  14.  One  milk  vendor  was  fined  £4  and  costs  for  a  serious  de¬ 
ficiency  of  fat  in  his  milk. 

PUBLIC  BATHS. 

The  question  of  a  swimming  pool  has  been  much  under  discussion,  but  how¬ 
ever  desirable  such  a  pool  may  be,  it  is  not  a  necessity.  It  is  a  different  matter 
with  public  baths,  and  I  may  as  well  quote  an  extract  from  my  report  for  1906  : 

“  Only  a  small  percentage  of  houses  here  are  provided  with  bath¬ 
rooms,  and  they  are,  of  course,  those  inhabited  by  the  better  classes.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  hard  and  laborious 
occupations,  and  it  is  these  persons  who  in  their  homes  are  most  heavily 
handicapped  in  their  efforts  to  secure  bodily  cleanliness.  No  more  powerful 
factor  for  the  preservation  of  health  than  cleanliness  of  body  exists,  and 
how  essential  it  is  to  ensure  that  the  normal  functions  of  the  skin  are 
properly  carried  out  is  recognised  by  those  who  have  lived  in  hot  climates 
or  who  work  under  conditions  of  high  temperatures.  Public  baths  in  some 
central  position  with  a  population  so  dense  as  ours  is,  are  a  public  necessity.” 
Shower  baths  are  particularly  valuable  and  should  be  provided  in  schools. 
I  regret  to  say  that  no  baths  have  been  provided  in  any  of  the  new  h/  uses 
erected  by  the  States.  As  expense  has  to  be  considered,  a  bath  which  v  ould 
fold  back  against  the  wall  when  not  in  use,  and  placed  in  the  scullery,  the  water 
being  heated  in  the  copper,  would  appear  to  be  the  best  solution. 

\  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  needs  of  our  numerous  visitors,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  resident  population,  demand  not  only  a  complete  installation 
of  fresh  water  baths,  but  of  hot  and  cold  sea  water  ones  also. 

I  Finally,  I  should  like  to  mention  municipal  wash-houses  and  drying  places. 
Anyone  who  has  visited  some  of  our  poorer  homes,  particularly  in  the  winter 
months,  will  realise  what  a  positive  boon  they  would  prove  to  the  whole  family 
on  washing  days. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  year  public  conveniences  were  erected  at  Fermain,  but  there 
are  many  spots  where  they  are  equally  badly  needed.  This  is  a  matter  which 
becomes  more  and  more  urgent,  but  yet  little  consideration  has  been  given  to  it. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  mentioned  that  venereal  diseases  are  fortunately 
very  uncommon  in  Guernsey,  yet  I  believe  there  has  been  a  slight  but  definite 
increase  of  their  incidence  during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Unfortunately, 
there  is  no  system  of  free  treatment  for  them  in  Guernsey,  as  there  should  be . 
This  point  has  been  stressed  in  past  reports,  and  in  spite  of  some  special  local 
difficulties,  a  satisfactory  solution  of  them  is  comparatively  easy.  The  British 
Social  Hygiene  Council  has  prepared  a  film  dealing  with  this  subject  called 
“  Damaged  Lives  ”,  which  might  with  advantage  be  exhibited  locally.  The 
film  is  shown  to  separate  adult  audiences  of  men  and  women,  with  mixed 
showings  for  married  couples  at  the  week-ends. 

I  should  be  prepared  to  give  officially  such  addresses  as  might  be  required. 
No  doubt  other  doctors  would  also  assist.  The  President  of  the  Council  recently 
said,  “  One  case  of  untreated  syphilis  can  cost  the  country  thousands  of  pounds 
in  damage  to  the  individual  and  country.”  It  may  be  added  that  an  enormous 
amount  of  death,  disease,  and  suffering  is  caused  by  these  diseases,  and  that 
thousands  of  innocent  persons  and  children  suffer  horribly  by  being  infected 
with  them. 

RATS  AND  MICE. 

There  is  an  Ordinance  in  existence  which  orders  the  owners  of  premises 
infested  with  rats  and  mice  to  destroy  them,  but  it  seems  to  have  failed  in  its 
purpose,  as  on  all  sides  one  hears  that  these  vermin  have  greatly  increased  of 
late  years.  These  rodents  are  not  only  destructive  to  ordinary  property,  but 
in  Guernsey  growers’  crops,  seeds,  and  bulbs  specially  suffer  from  their  deprecia¬ 
tions.  They  increase  very  rapidly,  consume  an  enormous  amount  of  food  for 
their  bulk,  as  well  as  pollute  food  supplies  causing  disease  both  directly  and 
indirectly.  It  is  not  suggested  that  they  can  be  exterminated,  but  their  numbers 
must  depend  in  great  measure  upon  the  amount  of  food  available,  and  they  will 
eat  almost  anything.  If  food  be  not  forthcoming,  they  will  kill  and  eat  each 
other.  The  practical  measures  to  be  taken,  therefore,  are  to  see  that  as  far  as 
possible  no  garbage  is  left  about,  and  to  make  all  places  where  food  is  stored 
rat  proof.  So-called  “  rat  weeks  ”  are  of  little  value.  A  continuous  and  in¬ 
telligent  use  of  the  many  met!  ods  of  trapping  and  killing  them  must  be  adopted 
throughout  the  whole  Island,  as  otherwise  they  will  merely  migrate  from  the 
dangerous  to  the  safe  spots.  I  think  such  methods  can  only  be  successfully 
carried  out  by  specially  trained  men,  and  as  it  has  been  estimated  that  rats 
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cause  material  damage  during  the  year  at  the  rate  of  £1  per  head  of  population,  I 
submit  that  any  measures  that  may  be  taken  to  keep  the  numbers  of  these 
loathsome  creatures  as  low  as  possible,  would  be  a  very  profitable  investment, 
as  well  as  a  very  valuable  one  from  the  Public  Health  point  of  view. 


The  great  event  of  the  year  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Board  of  Health 
is  the  movement  towards  the  granting  of  powers  of  inspection  to  their  officials, 
tile  completion  of  which  must  prove  rather  a  lengthy  process.  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  further  beneficial  work  must  of  necessity  be  undertaken  by  it  in 
the  future,  now  that  the  theory  of  the  Board  only  having  consultative  powers 
is  thus  shown  to  have  no  longer  any  foundation. 


HY.  DRAPER  BISHOP, 

States  M.O.H. 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED 

DURING  1932. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

No.  1.  Epidemic,  Endemic, 
and  Infectious  Diseases. 

Influenza . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Measles  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Phthisis  . 

Tubercular  Meningitis  .  . 
Tubercle  of  Kidney .  . 

Tubercle  of  Spine  . 

Septicaemia . 


Under  , - -  -  Between - N  Over  Totul 
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.  3 
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— -  .  .  - 

.  .  1 

.  .  3  .  .  1 

.  .  — 

.  — 

5 

— ■  .  .  - 
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.  .  —  .  .  — 

.  .  1 

.  — 

1 

-  .  . - 

. .  — 

.  .  —  .  .  — 1 

. .  1 

.  — 

1 

1  .  . 

.  — ■ 

.  .  —  . .  — 

. .  5 

.  — 

6 

No  2.  General  Diseases  not 
Included  in  No  1. — 


Cancer  .  —  .  .  —  .  .  —  .  .  —  .  .  1  .  .  30  .  .  40  71 

Pernicious  Anaemia .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  1..  —  1 

Graves’  Disease  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  1..  —  1 

Alcoholism .  —  ..  —  — -..  —  ..  2..  —  2 

Diabetes .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  4  . .  2  6 

f ( out ..................  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  -  . .  1  1 

Rheumatic  Fever .  —  ..  —  ..  — -..  —  ..  1  . .  —  . .  —  1 


No  3.  Diseases  of  the 
Nervous  System  and  Sense 
Organs — 

General  Paralysis 

of  the  Insane .  —  .  .  — 

Meningitis  .  —  .  .  1 

Paralysis  Agitans .  —  .  .  — 

Convulsions,  (Non- 

Puerperal)  .  1  .  .  — 

Epilepsy .  —  .  .  — 

Bulbar  Paralysis  .  —  .  .  — 

Muscular  Atrophy .  —  .  .  — 

Myelitis  .  —  .  .  — 

Senile  Dementia  .  —  .  .  — 

Apoplexy  .  1  .  .  — 


1  .  .  —  1 

1  ..  1  2 

1  . .  1  —  3 

3.. —  3 

_  _  _  _  ^  ° 

1  1 

1..  2  3 

1  1 

12  ..  22  35 


Carried  /orward .  3  .  .  2 
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Brought  forward  ..  3..  2  . .  7  . .  7.. 

No.  4.  Diseases  of  the 

Circulatory  System — 

Gangrene  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Embolism .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Aneurysm .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Angina  Pectoris  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Thrombosis .  —  ..  —  . .  —  . .  —  .. 

Arterio  Sclerosis  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Heart  Disease .  1  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Pericarditis .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

No.  5.  Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory  System 

Acute  Bronchitis  .  2..  —  ..  1..  —  .. 

Chronic  ,,  . .  —  . .  —  .  .  —  .  .  —  . . 

Asthma  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Pneumonia  .  1..  —  ..  —  ..  1.. 

Broncho -Pneumonia  ..  6..  —  ..  1..  —  .. 

Pleurisy  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Empyema  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

Laryngeal  Obstruction  ..  —  ..  —  ..  1..  —  .. 

No.  6.  Diseases  of  the 

Digestive  System — 

Strangulated  Hernia  ...  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  . 

Appendicitis  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  . 

Intestinal  Obstruction  ..  - — ■  .  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ....  —  .  .  —  . .  —  ..  —  . 

Gastro-Enteritis .  4  . .  —  . .  —  .  .  —  . 

Gastric  Ulcer .  —  .  .  —  . .  —  . .  —  . 

Acute  Atrophy  of  Liver  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  . 

Colitis .  —  .  .  —  . .  —  . .  —  . 

Acute  Pharyngitis .  —  ..  —  —  .. 

No.  7.  N on-V enereal  Diseases 
of  Re  Genito  Urinary 
System — 

Chronic  Nephritis .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  — 

Cystitis  .  —  ..  —  ..  —  ..  —  .. 

No  8.  The  Puerpural  State — 

Toxaemia  .  —  . .  —  .  .  —  .  .  — 
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Brought  forward . 

17  .  . 

9 
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..123 
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No  11.  Congenital  Mal¬ 
formations — 

Congenital  Malformation 
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o- 

Ad 
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No  12.  Diseases  of  Early 

Infancy— 
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•  • 

— 
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— 
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. .  — 

1 

No  13.  Senile  Decay — 

Senile  Decay . 

—  .  . 

—  .  . 
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*  • 

..  67 

67 

No  14.  External  Causes — 
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—  .  . 

—  . . 

— 

.  .  2 

.  .  1 

3 

Poisoning  . 
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No  15.  Ill-Defined — 

Natural  Causes . 
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RETURN  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1932. 


PARISH  LETTER  : 
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PARISH  LETTER: 
No.  1.  Epidemic,  Endemic 
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. .  — 

.  1 

— 

- 

. .  — 

-  . . 

3 

Diphtheria  . 

—  . .  — 

. .  — 

.  — 

— 

— 

. .  - 

2 

O 

4-1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

.  .  1  .  .  - 

. .  — 

.  — 

.  .  1  .  . 

— 

— 

..  3 

-  . . 

5 

Measles  . 

.  .  1  .  .  - 

. .  — 

. .  —  . 

.  — 

. .  —  . . 

— 

— 

. .  — 

—  . . 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

—  . .  — 

. .  — 

.  — 

— 

— 

. .  — 

1  .. 

1 

Phthisis  . 

..  7  ..  5 

..  4 

..  1  . 

.  >  — 

— 

1 

..  3 

1  .  . 

oo 

4*  4-1 

Tubercular  Meningitis  . .  . 

o  _ 

..  1 

..  2  . 

.  — 

. .  —  . . 

— 

— 

. .  — 

-  .  . 

5 

Tubercle  of  Kidney  . .  .  . 

. .  — 

.  — 

. .  -  . . 

1 

— 

. .  — 

-  . . 

1 

Tubercle  of  Spine  . 

.  .  1  .  .  - 

. .  — 

.  — 

, .  —  . . 

— 

— 

. .  — 

—  . . 

1 

Septicaemia  . 

..  2  ..  - 

..  1 

..  1  . 

.  — 

. .  1  .  . 

— 

. .  — 

1  .  . 

6 

No.  2.  General  Diseases  not 

in- 

eluded  in  No.  1. 

Cancer  . 

. .  36  . .  6 

..  4 

..  3  . 

.  5 

o 

•  •  Aj  •  • 

1 

2 

..  8 

4  .  . 

71 

Pernicious  Anaemia ...... 

.  .  1  .  .  - 

.  .  — 

,  — 

— 

— 

.  .  — 

—  .  . 

1 

Graves  Disease  . 

.  .  -  .  .  1 

.  .  — 

.  .  —  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

.  ,  - 

—  .  . 

1 

Alcoholism  . 

.  .  1  .  .  - 

.  .  — 

.  — 

— 

— 

.  .  1 

—  .  . 

o 

Diabetes  . 

.  .  3  .  .  2 

..  1 

.  — 

.  .  —  .  . 

— 

— 

. .  — 

—  .  . 

6 

Gout  . 

—  .  .  — 

.  .  — 

.  — 

.  .  —  .  . 

— 

— 

.  .  1 

—  .  . 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

..  1 

.  — 

— 

— 

. .  — 

-  .  . 

1 

Carried  forward . 

..  53  ..15 

.  .12 

..  7  . 

.  6 

..  4  .. 

2 

3 

.  .  16 

•  • 

9  .. 

130 
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Brought  forward  .  56 

No.  3.  Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System  and  Sense  Organs. 
General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  1 

Meningitis .  1 

Paralysis  Agitans  .  — 

Convulsions  (non-Puerpural)  2 

Epilepsy  .  1 

Bulbar  Paralysis  .  - 

Muscular  Atrophy  .  1 

Myelitis  .  2 

Senile  Dementia .  1 

Apoplexy .  16 

No.  4.  Diseases  of  the  Circula¬ 
tory  System. 

Gangrene .  - 

Embolism  .  1 

Aneurysm .  1 

Angina  Pectoris  .  3 

Thrombosis .  4 

Arterio  Sclerosis .  11 

Heart  Disease  .  30 

Pericarditis .  - 


15  ..12 


6  . .  4  . .  2  . .  3  ..16 


9 


.  1  .. 

2 

1  .  . 

O 

1  -  .. 

1  . . 

.  5  . . 

1  .  . 

2u  •  • 

5  . . 

to  1  1  |  | 

•  *  •  •  • 

1  1  1  !  I 

1  . .  -  . . 

3  ..  2  .. 

4..  - 
-  ..  2 
2  . .  - 
5  .  .  6 


1 

1 


1 

4 


1 

6 

1 


4 

1 


130 


1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

9 

1 

3 

1 

35 


1 

9 

L 

1 

5 

6 

20 

59 

1 


No.  5.  Diseases  of  the  Respira¬ 
tory  System. 


Acute  Bronchitis  . 

6  .  . 

— 

.  .  1  .  . 

Chronic  Bronchitis . 

10  .  . 

— 

Asthma  . 

1  .  . 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

5  .. 

1 

Broncho-Pneumonia  . 

2 

1 

.  .  1  .  . 

Pleurisy . 

1  .. 

— 

. .  —  . . 

Empyema . 

1  .  . 

— 

Laryngeal  Obstruction  .... 

1  .  \ 

— 

. .  —  . . 

No.  6.  Diseases  of  the  Digestive 
System. 

Strangulated  Hernia  .... 

1  .  . 

Appendicitis  . 

—  . . 

— 

. .  —  . . 

Intestinal  Obstruction  .... 

1  .  . 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

—  .  . 

1 

. .  —  .  . 

Gastro -Enteritis  . . 

3  .. 

— 

.  .  1  .  . 

■Gastric  LTlcer  . 

—  . . 

1 

. .  —  . . 

Acute  Atrophy  of  Liver .... 

1  .  . 

— 

.  .  —  . . 

Colitis  . 

1  .  . 

— 

Acute  Pharyngitis  . 

2  .  . 

— 

.  .  —  .  . 

Carried  forward 


1 

. .  — 

1  .. 

12 

- 

. .  — 

—  . . 

1 

1 

.  .  2  .  .  -  .  .  - 

. .  — 

.  .  1  .  . 

1  .. 

1 1 

1 

..  1 

.  .  2  .  . 

1  .. 

9- 

— 

. .  — 

—  . . 

1 

— 

. .  — 

—  . . 

1 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

— 

—  —  _ 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

. .  — 

. .  —  . . 

—  . . 

1 

— 

. .  — 

,  .  —  . . 

—  . . 

1 

— 

. .  — 

.  .  1  .  . 

—  . . 

2 

1 

. .  — 

.  .  1  .  . 

—  . . 

6 

1 

. .  — 

.  .  —  . . 

—  . . 

O 

L 

— 

. .  — 

—  . . 

1 

1 

. .  — 

.  .  —  . . 

—  .  . 

.) 

•> 

. 

XL— 1932. 
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Brought  forward  . 167 

No.  7.  Non-V enereal  Diseases  of 
the  Oenito -Ur inary  System. 

Chronic  Nephritis  .  6 

Cystitis . '  1 

No.  8.  The  Puerpural  State. 
Toxaemia .  1 


No.  11.  Congenital  Malformations. 
Congenital  Malformation  . .  1 

,,  Heart  Disease  .  .  1 

Hydrocephalis  .  - 

No.  12.  Diseases  of  Early  In¬ 
fancy. 

Debility  at  Birth  . 

Marasmus  .  1 

Premature  .  7 

Icterus  Neonatorum  .  - 

No.  13.  Senile  Decay. 

Senile  Decay  .  27 

No.  14.  External  Causes. 

Suicide  . 2 

Fall  .  1 

Poisoning  .  - 

Bun  Over  .  - 

Drowning  .  1 

Suffocation  .  1 

No.  15.  Ill-Defined. 

Natural  Causes  .  - 

Inanition . 

Asphyxia  . 


1 

1 


33  ..27  ..23 


4  ..  1 


13 


4  ..11  . . 35  . , 20 


1 

3 

1 


10 


1  ..  - 


3  . 


1 

2 

1 


2 

1 


11  ..  7 


1  . 


1  . 


1 

1 


.  1 


.  1 


1  ..  2  ..  2  ..  3 


-  ..  1 


341 


IT 

1 


2 

1 

1 


1 

9 

15 

1 

67 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

I 

1 

1 


Totals  . 219  ..52  ..48  ..36  ..16  ..15  ..  5  ..13  ..40  -.26 


470 


HY.  DRAPER  BISHOP, 

States  M.O.H. 
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TABLE  VI. 

4k  * 

RATES  OF  MORTALITY. 

( Probability  of  death  within  a  year  of  reaching  the  age  shown). 


Age. 

' 

Men. 

Women. 

16 

.0031 

.0030 

20 

.0042 

.0037 

25 

.0044 

.0039 

30 

.0045 

.0040 

3  5 

.0054 

.0044 

40 

.0064 

.0049 

45 

.0079 

.0060 

50 

.0103 

.0080 

55 

.0150 

.0113 

60 

.0216 

.0161 

65 

.0338 

.0254 

70 

.0516 

.0400 

75 

.0830 

.0672 

80 

.1281 

.1077 

85 

.1927 

.1685 

90 

.2728 

.2433 

XI. -ms. 


